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N MENACE TO CITIES

Professor Fessenden Sounds a |
Note of Warning.

Cities Not Adaptod to Operate Busi-
ness Entorprises—Loss of Capital
Through Ncw Deovelogments — The
Danger a Real One.

It is becowming more and mwore gen-
erally recognized that undertakings !
founded on the great public needs of
the highly orgaunized society of modern !

- |
tlimes should be controlied by society. |

Whether, having the power, It Is ad- |
visable that municipalities should ac- |
tually engage In such undertakings or
whether they should merely malntain
their control, as it has been aptly put,
through their powers as a landlord, Is
a matter which will be determined by
the municipalities from politieal, soclal
and economic as well as engineering
considerations,

Considering the question from Its en-
gineering side alone, It 18 found that
from the very essential nature of the
matter only a certaln class of englneer-
ing undertakings cnn be efliiciently and
properly operated by states or munici-

palities. It Is very lmportant that this
Hmitation should be recoguized, as
where the limitation has been over-

stepped It has resulted in heavy finan-
cial losses to the governing bodles lm-
medintely councerned, It has serlously
checked development In engineering
lines, and these results liave in conse-
quence afforded a strong argument to
those opposed to municipal operation
of publle utilities,

It Is true that under state or muniei-
pal operation soime minor and sporadie
developments may be expected, but
nothing of a general or huportant char-
acter. Important developments gen-
erally come only from the hands of in-
dividuals or bodies responsible only to
themselves and provided with the in-
centive of a large protit. The ellmina-
tion of self rezponsibility and incentive
would lpevitably produce a condition
in Industrial and escieutifie develop-
ment analogous to the dark ages,

It Is to be nsted that this conclusion
18 derived Mrom ecugineering considera-
tious alone and does not include any
conslderation from the political, social
or economlic slde. There may, It is
concelvable, be political, soclal and
economic cousiderations which tend to
affect this lmitation. Considered, how-
ever, from the eagincering standpolut
alone there can be no question but
that the field of state munleipal
operation should be limiled to under-
takings in which there is uwo lhinmmedinte
prospect of for lImproved
method.

A danger which is alwarys associat-
ed with the ownerzhlp of Industrial
undertakings is that the capital Invest-
ed may be lost through the develop-
ment of new aund cheaper methods and
processes. The extent to which ndus-
trial machinery of certaln types Is ren-
dered by vew lmprovements
Is not always realized. The writer In
personally acquaintesd w street
car rallroad plant in which the eutire
electrical equipment the power
house was thrown out and replaced
with improved machinery four times
within a period of ten years., The Car-
negle compary is reported, correctly, it
is belleved, to have scrapped om one
occasion more than $1,000,000 worth
of new muchinery which had never
been used.

This has already Lecome a serious
matter for many wunicipalities which
have eungaged in undertakings lying
outside of the engineering limits de-
fined above. Many of these muunielpal-
itles Installed plants for the produe-
tion of electric light at a time prior to
the advent of important mprovements
in generating and distributing electrie-
ity, and as these municlpalities in com-
mon with most munielpalities made yo
proper allowance for deprecintion the
capltal Investe! Las bean practically
lost, and in addition the cost of elee-
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are entering uoon a period of financial
difficulty.— . L. essenden.
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Every recozni ol
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alithority on So-
fro:a Marx to Ferri,
has been and is an avewed economie
evolutioni:t. ‘They all withomt excep-
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under capitalism 1:ust come before the
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realization.
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Lv. Tazewell for Morton.
10:156: . n. 3:24 v, m.

For Bluefiid.

1:35 pe 6:51 p. m.

From Biuefield East Bound
35 a m. for East Radiord, Koan-
oke, Lynchburg, Noiivlk and all points
on  Sheanwdoah  divigsion.  Puallman
#leeper anl cale onr Koonoke. Parlor
enr Boanoke to Norfolk. Pullman
Roanoke fo New York vin
Hager=town.
5:15 n. m, dally East Radford
Janake nnd intermedinte stntions.
2:50 . we, daily for Roaunoke, Lynch
burg and ‘ntermediate staticne and the
Shennndosh Valley., Pullman sleeper
Welch to 'hiladelphia vin Hagerstown.

8531 po . for Rosanoke, Lynchburg,
Richmond, Norfolk. Pnallman sleeper
to Roanoke and Lyuchburg, Riclmond
anid Norfolk cafe’ car.

Westbound,

0:08 . m, for Kenova, Portsmouth,
Columbus, 8t. Louis and the west.
Pullmaun siecper to Columbus Cafe’ car,

8:20 p. m. for Keunova, Portsmouth,
Cincinatti, Columbus, West and North-
woal. Pullman sleeper Blu«fleld o
Cinclonati, and Bluefield to Columbus,
cafe cur to Willinmson.,

550 a. m.and 2:40 for Weleh and
intermediate stulions.

Write for Rates, Maps, Time-Taby,
Descriptive pamphlets to any station
Ag=at, or to W. B. Bevill, tieneral
Pussenger Agent, M. V. Bragg, Travel-
ing Passenger Agent. Roanoke, Virginia

ffective
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There are more MeC'all Pattern
Btates than of any other make o1
necount of their style, see

MeCail's Magazine The ol Fashion) has
more suhacribers than any other Ladies' Magorine. One
year's subscription (13 numbers) cosis 50 crnte, Latest
mumber, copin, Every subscriber gotn a McCall Pase
tern Free. Subscribe today.

Lady Agonts Wanted, Handsome j o
Whera | cash t.:-rr.mlnx--n Pattern Cutalogue( of da
slgma) snd Presivm Csinlogue (showing 400 premiems
sani o Addressa THE MeCALL CO, Neow York

UFACY mne

Tresspass Notice-

All parties are hereby warned unde
penalty of the law, not to trog) ass on
my premises, by riding, driving, hunt-
ing, fishing, or otherwise.

G. B. Gilderslecve,
Gratton, Va,

The Youth’s
Companion

413 1y

FOR EVERY
MEMBER OF
THE FAMILY

HE volume for 1907 will

give for $1.75 an amount
of good reading equivalent to
twenty 4oo-page books—history,
fiction, science, biography and
miscellany costing ordinarily
$1.50 each. Sample Copies of
The Vouth's Companion and
Announcement for 1907 will be

sent to any address free.

Every New Subscriber

‘who cuts out and sends this elip at
obce with name and address and

& -

All the issues of The Companion for the
remaining weeks of 1908, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and New Year's Double

Numbers. The Companion's Four-Leaf
ng Calendar for igoy in 12 colors

» And The Companion for the

532 weeks of —a N of the best
reading for every member of the family,

!lﬁ m in cash and many other special
ds to bseri
new lllblc:i‘;:i‘:ﬂ:l. S::d.?orbcl;.h:m
Tae Youra's COMPANION, BoSTON, MASS.
New subscriptions received at this office.

—

60 YEARS'
y EXPERIENGE

CLUBBING !
OFFER.

We make the following low
offer on the following leading
magazines. This offer includes a
years subseription to the Clinch
Valley News:

Cosmopolitan Magazine,

- $1.c0

Womans Home Companion - - 1.00

Clinch Valley News - i 1,00
ALL THREE FOR $2.30

Cosmopolitan - - - $1.00

Review of Reviews - - 3.00

Clinch Valley News - - 1.00

ALL THREE FOR $3 00
The long winter evenings are here. The
above offers reading matter of the best for the
entire family.

CLINCH VALLEY NEWS,

TAZEWELL, VIRGINIA.
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0 The Price 0f One
81 « [ "
' THE DAILY NLWS, Lynchburg, Va.,
Regular I'rice, per year ... $3.00
CLINCH VALLEY NEWS,
Reguler Price, per year. .... ,,......$1.00

S e s B Eaw

TOtﬂl...... SEsSsE SNBSS TS SEBENS B 001034000

Bath To You For One Year For $3.00

If you are now a subscriber to either of these
take advantags of this offer,
ent subscripticn.

papers, you may
and a year will be added to your pres-

The News takes the full Associated
P'ress dispatches, the best news sery-
fce in the United States; has a splen-
did list of Southwest Virginia <or-
respouadents, and, altogether, gives you
a first class up to-date newspaper,

Take Advantage Of This Offer Now

i check to

THE DAILY NEWS,
Lyuchburg, Va.

(State wrere you saw this offer.)

Printin 7 A

In sending out printed Stationery
bearing the name of your Busines and
Firm be sure it is the best that can be
sccured any where. Better, to know
this, have it gotten out by the

Clinch Valley News Job Department.

Ve are Headgnarters for all kinds of
First Class Jci. Printing; such as

Nﬂehe;ls, Er;velopcs, Engravcci Wedding Stationery
Briefs, By-Laws, Calling and Business Cards, Nehe

Books, . “tements, Due Bill Books, Advertising Novel-

ties, Hotel Registers, Blotters, Biil Heads, Souvenir
Post Cards, etc, -

"

\

PATErTS

Send us your nej

g ¢ rantee_d_.
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AN HOMEST GRAFTER

A Glimpse Into the Future of Mu-
nicipal Ownership,

A Thumb Nail Sketch of a “Practical
Peolitician™—The Profits of an All
Around “Servant of the People, Who
Soen His Opportunities and Took
"Em

“Hounest graft” will reach its highest
level when, as predicted by the en-
thusiasts, the principles of municipal
ownership are necepted by New York
and the city controls the trolley lines,
the electric light and gas works and
all the ferries as well as the water-
works and the police, the fire and the
street departments,

Then such patriots as George Wash
Ington Plunkitt, for many years or
ganlzation leader of the Fifteenth Qls
trict in New York, will reap rewards of
greater magnitude than they have ever
been able to gather under the present
order of things.

Perhaps you have never heard about
Mr. Plunkitt's “honest graft” schemes.
He told about them bimself In a book
published last year, which was Intro
duced by a paragraph ludorsing him ase
o “veteran leader of the organization,™
slgned by Its greatest chlef,

Plunkitt was sore because there were
some objections to graft belng made
out of the city by men like him, and In
the first chapter of his book he uttered
a vigorous protest. “Blackmallin’ Enm
blers, saloon keepers, disorderly peo-
ple, ete,” he admitted to be WIOng.
That was “dishonest graft.”

“But,” he added, “there’s an honest
graft, and I'm an example of how It
works. 1 seen my opportunities and T
took 'em."”

Mr. Plunkitt's explanation of how he
did these things will Hluminate the
possibilities of future municipal owner-
ship days, If they ever come,

After elucidating the ways heo was
“tipped off" at varlous times Ly mem-
bers of his party—the party In power—
when new bridges, new parks, new
streets were to be opened, so that he
might Invest in real estate likely to
rise In price from the lmprovements
contemplated, he adds: “I haven't con
flued myself to land, Anything that
pays ls In my lUne” Then he glves n
specific Instance:

Learning that the clty was about to
repave a certaln street and so would
have several hundred thousand old
paving blocks to sell, he was “on hand
to buy,"” and be “knew just what they
were worth.” Huat a newspaper “tried
to do him" and got some outslde wen
from Brooklyn and New Jersey to bid
agalnst hlm. Mr, Plunkitt's own words
tell the story best:

“Was 1 done? Not much, I went
to each of the men and sald, ‘How
many of those 250,000 stones do you
want? One sald 20,000, and anothe
wanted 16,000, and another wanted 10,
000. 1 sald, *AllL rlght; let me bid for
the lot, and I'Hl give each of you all
you want for nothin''

“They mngreed, of course. Then the
auctioneer yelled, “How much am 1, bld
for these fine pavin' stones?

“*Two dollars gnd Aty cents,’ says |

“‘Two dollugs and ffty cents!
screamed the guetloneer. *Ob, that's o
Joke. Give me a vgal bLId.'

“He found the bid was real enough
My rivals stood sllent, [ got the lot for
$2.00 and gave them thelr share. That's
how the attetopt to do Plunkitt ended,
and that's haw all such attempts end.”

It 18 hardly necessary, In the light of
this authentie, statement of “honest
graft's"” workings, to enlarge upon the
extended opportunighes that would
come to the men of the Plunkitt stamp
were the dreamn of wunicipal owuer
ship to coma true. Plunkitt says “most
politicians who are accused of robbin’
the eclty get rich the same way™ he did.

“They didn’t steal a dollar from the
city. They Just seen thelr opportunities
and took them."

WhHe In the legislature Plunkitt in-
troduced the bills that provided for the
outlylng parks.of New York, the Har-
lem river speedway, the Washington
bridge, the One Hundred and Fifty-
ffth street yiladuct, additions to the
Museum of Natural History and many
other lmportant pubjie Improvements.
He is now @ milllonalre. Under the
proposed order of things, with city con-
trol of everything, he might become a
billionaire.

Under municipal ownership of all
public utilities in New York—and in
most other citles In fact—politiclans
like Plunkitt, who at different times
has been elected state senator, assem-
blyman, county supervisor and alder-
man by his fellow eltizens, besides
serving ns police maglstrate for one
term, and who boasts of his record in
filing four public offices In one year
and drawing salaries from three of
them at the same time, would flourish
like a whole grove of green bay trees.

Go Slow on City Ownership.
Until politics In America s purified

far beyond Its present condition any |

large experiment in government own-
ership may be called a “thief breeder”
with much safety. The more authority
there ls vested In the hands of poll-
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MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP.
All Right In Theory, but Breaks Down
In Practice.
Theoretlcally there 1s g0 much M
muniecipal ownership of publie utilities
that the practical carrying out of its
attractive features appears slmple and
of no serbous moment, and for a mu-
nicipality to take over and run water,
lights, sewerage and even transporta-
tion appeals to taxpayers, and the
trade Is made without the first assur-
ance that the conduct of these proper-
tles will be along practical and busi-

nesas lines,

It Is the fallure to assure the prac-
tical that works the evil, for munieipal
ownership Is n general ownership, and
n genernl ownership results too easlly
In Its belng no speclal business of any
clitizen or taxpayer to look Into or In
quire after the conduct of the proper-
ties under control, This loaves the
management to a few, who soon ffhd
that they have only themselves to ae
count to, that people are too busy to
demand accountings and taxpayers
neeept  any  kind  of report, Just
8o there Is the appenrance of all belng
right and light, water, sewerage, etec.,
are given,

It 1s this Indifference and neglect on
the part of taxpayers 1o take note of
municipal affairs which make munie-
ipal of publie utiiities a
hazardous nnd expenyge matter. The
theory of munlclpal ownership, with
Its great saving to each taxpayer, the
extra service given and the great prof
e resulting, ean nll be placed in fig
ures beforehand, but It 18 a fallure un
less the

ownership

tmxpayers shall glve earneost
nnd rious  heed to the conduct of
these pulille utilitles, for unless this 1s
will wake up some day with
n properties and a big bond
Week
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THE GREAT TRANSITION.

Public Property Wasted Because *“It
Costs Nothing, You Know.”
“Llello! wald 1. “What's that?™ And

I stopped to plek It up
“That?" replied the
ol BT RITS
yard with me
lead penell,”™
“Bat It Is o whole one,*
with o rabber on the end.”
"1 know 11" sald the Loy
“What! Do you wean to tell me that

you hnve seea this here bhefore?”
“Yes, o
“All the ellldren In your school have
ecn this Iylng bere day after dny and
not vne boy hns pleled 1 up ™

oy who happen
the school
*TThat Is nothing but

to b through

sald 1, “and
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verybody's seen It"

“Of course What should we plek
It up for? There's plenty In the sehool
house, The town buys "cmn”

And T hinid been given o text for a

loug meditation
new lend pencll?
rubber on it!

When I wans n boy prized even
slate penclls. A boy who booked any-
body's slate pencll was balted untll he
gave It up, but n lend pencil—-we fought
for lewd Greeks and
Trojuns fought for HMelen. We scoured
for old horseshoes to
well to the blacksmith tor money enough
to buy a lewd pencil, and, haviag it,
we cul our private mark on It, guarded
It, kept It as our last resource o trade,
Many a thme a preclous two Inch lead
penectl hing turned an lmportant jack-
knlfe trade one way or the other. I
never had but one lead pencll at a time
and very often hardly that untll I was
fifteen years old. And these ten year-
olds scorn to plek up 4 whole one with
a rubber! Think of it! The best
eraser | had was a plece of rubber
boot heel!—Henry T. Balley In Journal
of Education,

Not plek up o whole
And a pencll with n

weoe
penells the

the countryside

A DAY OF RECKONING.
You Cannot Fo;l All of the People All
of the Time.

The recent condemnation as unfit for
further service of a number of gas and

electric light plants and the closing
down of some of them at a dead loss
to the taxpayers should serve as a

warning to other citles, for this s the
fate that is likely (o overtake all such
plants In the long run. For the first
year or two, when no expensive re-
pairs are needed and the plant is thor-
oughly up to date, it ought not to be
difficult to make a good showlng. For
a few years louger the bnd bookkeep-
Ing and Inadequate reports, that are
unfortunately the rule rather than the
exception, may blind the eitlzens to
the deterioration of the plant and to
its Increasing losses. But the day of
reckoning Inevitably comes when
brenkdown, bad service or demand for
new equipment that cannol masguer-
ade as “extensionw’” causes an Investl-
gation, and fhen Jt becomes evident
that the plagt has Leen & los'ng prop-
osition a w start, No plant
should be accepted »&" owdence of suc-
cessful mun/¢ipal managemett untll it
has been operated for several years
and then examined by expert engineers
and accountants.

Carelessness, Not Graft.

At a loesnl government board inguiry
beld at West Ham, London, to sanetion
the borrowing by the corporation o©
£G2,300 for electricity extenslop
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